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Advent as Heart Training


I did not grow up with advent wreaths and candles. Christmas was a season that started the day after Thanksgiving, and officially went through New Year’s Day. And New Year’s Day gave the final gift of the season with an entire day of football on every channel from early in the morning until late at night. Yet, through my experiences in American Baptist Churches and my education for ministry I came to understand Advent and the Christian Year as a valuable practice for growing in faith. 


Advent means “coming”. It is a season when we remember Jesus’ coming to earth as a little child, his coming again to set things right and make all things new, and when we express our longing for more of God’s power and presence in our lives. 


Advent is a season of waiting, anticipation, and longing. The Scripture has a lot say about waiting. Whether is it is Jesus’s admonition not to worry about tomorrow (Matthew 6), James’ admonition to wait on the Lord like waiting on crops to grow (James 3), or the myriad of Psalms and prophets who urge people to wait on the Lord so that they can renew their strength (Isaiah 40), or see God’s blessing worked out (Psalm 27), we know that we exercise our faith when we don’t see and experience the outcomes we pray for immediately.


Advent waiting molds our desires. As we wait upon the Lord to work, as we seek his power and presence to be made manifest in new and unique ways, and as we long for deliverance from difficulties and circumstances beyond our control, we learn to depend upon 
and trust God in deeper ways. As we depend upon and trust God, our hearts can be formed new, based on this love and desire for God’s presence with us. 


So, this year, we practice Advent waiting and longing. We do so as an effort to open our hearts to our God, who is never changing, and yet always being manifest among us in new ways. We practice Advent, longing for deliverance from our current circumstances, knowing that God can do what people cannot. We live in waiting and patience, but with a hope and peace that the one we celebrate, who comes in a manger in a forgotten small town, is also the one who wants to birth a new wind of His Spirit in our lives and in our church as well.

God Bless,

Pastor Clint

A Note of Thanks


Thanks so much to all of you who reached out while we were “isolated” and “quarantined” due to COVID visiting our home. We were deeply touched by your thoughtfulness and support. More personal thank you notes are forthcoming. For now, simply know that your kindness touched our heart.  

Pastor Clint and Family
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HOME VISITOR NEWSLETTER


DECEMBER 2020























	


         First Baptist Church                                                                                            Office Hours		


                     100 McDonald Road							      M-Th 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.


       North Platte, NE  69101							                Friday -Closed		                       Worship Hours							                   308-532-6772		


	       Sunday Worship 10:15 a.m.					  	      www.fbcnorthplatte.org		 	          					          				              cwalker@fbcnorthplatte.org 
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Pastor Clint Walker








� HYPERLINK "https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=church+pledging+clipart&id=84F033952A7A9853DA343289384559E779644588&FORM=IQFRBA" ���





Why should I pledge?


�Pledging allows you to make intentional decisions about your financial giving. When you plan ahead for your giving, you make conscious choices about spending your money in ways that reflect your faith and values. Receiving your pledge allows our, Church Council, the church’s governing board, to do their part in maintaining good stewardship.





Pledge cards were mailed out a few weeks ago.  If you have lost yours you may pick one up at the church or have one mailed to you.  





Let’s share the talents, gifts and treasures we have been given by our CREATOR!





�





Dear First Baptist Church & Friends,











It is that time again.  We have adopted 4 families for Christmas from the Salvation Army and 4 families within our own congregation.  In order to complete this mission project, we are doing some of this in person, through email and by phone.    Our goal is to purchase 2 new toys and 1 new clothing item for each child.  Please see the list below and if you are willing to provide a gift or food item please contact me by email, text or phone (Jerrilyn 308- 520-1233 jdjcrank@charter.net) and I will send you the child’s wish list and check off the food item you will be donating.  Please contact me before making your purchase so that I can check the item off the master list and prevent getting too many of one item and not enough of another item.    All food items and gifts must be received no later than Dec. 13th at 12pm.  Please drop off your donations in the AGAPE room at First Baptist Church.  If you prefer not to do the shopping NO PROBLEM!! Financial gifts are also accepted and we will purchase the food item or gift on your behalf.   I can also come to your home and pick up an item or financial donation.  Thank you so much for your care of others. �Please bring your gift wrapped and with the number clearly marked on the package so that no items get mixed up.�
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Children’s Gifts Needed: 


3yrs/Female #103�
�
5yrs/Female #103�
�
7yrs./Male #103�
�
7yrs./Female #155�
�
14yrs. /Female #160�
�
13yrs./Male #160�
�
10yrs./Female #160�
�
6yrs./Male #246�
�
$20 Gift Card or with your donation a food gift card will be purchased





*If you have any questions or would like to volunteer to help with this project please let me know. �Blessings,�





*Jerrilyn Crankshaw�308-520-1233�jdjcrank@charter.net�1220 S. Emory Ave. North Platte�





Food Gifts Needed:


1 Lg. box of scalloped potatoes�
�
1 Small Boneless precooked ham�
�
2 Cans of Vegetables�
�
2 pkgs. Jell-O�
�
1 Bag of Dinner Rolls�
�
1 Precooked Pie�
�
$5 Gift Card or with your donation a food gift card will be purchased�
�
$10 Gift Card or with your donation a food gift card will be purchased�
�






�
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Christmas Eve Service featuring LESSONS & SONGS will be in the FBC sanctuary at 6:30 p.m. on Thursday, December 24th. (Online & in the FBC sancturary)





In addition, there will be a brief Christmas reflection on Thursday, December 24. (Online Only)  The time TBD.





Kate Leet			12/1


Shea Drullinger		12/8


Vesta Thalacker		12/8


Joshua Crankshaw		12/8


Ashton Adkisson		12/10


Marcus Adkisson		12/14


Johanna McDaniel		12/15


Eddie Schrack			12/17


Lynn Bennett			12/19


Sharron Henry			12/27




















CHURCH HOURS





First Baptist Church will be closed on Friday, December 25, 2020 for the holiday.











Check out our beautiful lobby and sanctuary!!  First Baptist Church families led by Reace Anderson did a beautiful job of making FBC look festive.  Thank you!!
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